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like a blight upon humanity. Because of them truth has remained obscure for nineteen hundred years through sheer downright stupidity. Churches and individuals have sincerely loved Jesus, and have sincerely wished to understand him, but they have failed. Love such as they have felt is a blindness ; it is not at all what Jesus meant when he used the word. Love is not adoration, obedience, willingness to serve and suffer for the adored object. Love is a much greater thing than these. It is understanding ; it is being one with him. There is a great deal of talk about love in the world to-day, but very little of it in the best sense.
In the Acts you will read of how the Holy Ghost is supposed to have come to the Apostles, but you will not see much sign of it in their acts or words. Of all the hearers of Jesus, only one, the writer of the fourth Gospel, seems to have had any of the Holy Spirit in him. Therefore, in his Gospel there is more record of what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit than in the other three.
Simon Peter and his followers had great personal attachment to Jesus ; they were ready afterwards to suffer for him, but they understood hardly anything. Theirs was blind adoration, and in the Churches they founded there is little else of Jesus but that. That is not of much value, and though Jesus knew that Peter would found a Church in his name he had little